Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday  7:30 AM

Study Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM
Singing every 2™ Sunday evening
Study Wednesday 7:00 PM
Preacher / bulletin editor:
Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org

“...[S]ince the creation of
the world His invisible
attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature,
have been clearly seen,
being understood through
what has been made,

so that they are

without excuse,”

E The Bible o
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“Examine everything carefully...” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB
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Has The Lord
Given Enough Evidence?

By Terry Wayne Benton
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Servants during October/November: Wednesday Lesson: Larry (5), Stanley (12),
Songleader: Dwight (2), Stanley Kris (19), Larry (26)
(9), Larry (16), Dwight (23), Snow blowing (week starting): | think the
Stanley (30) mowing season is over...
Reading: Larry
Announcements: Marty

Table: Mike, Larry, Stanley

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620

The heavens declaring His
glory, leaving us “without excuse,”
Psa 8; 19; Rom 1:20; along with
our eyes, brains, hearing,
being “wonderfully made,”
Psa 139:13,14; the seasons, rain,
and food give testimony,
Acts 14:17; and the prophetic
word being made more sure in
amazing predictions and
fulfillment, 2 Pet 1:16-22; and then
God manifesting Himself in the
flesh, Jn 1:1-14; proving Himself
with many eyewitnesses and
miracles, Jn 20:30-31; and rising
from death to prove His power
over death, Acts 17:30,31;
Rom 1:4; seems more than enough
proof.

The history unveiled in the Old
Testament with prophecies of the
Messiah, and prophesies of the
rise and fall of nations and cities,

should be enough for any
reasonable soul to know that God
is real.

The problem is not with the
strength of the evidence. It is with
the lazy and obstinate human
heart that does not want to seek,
grope for, and find God,
Acts 17:21-31, lest He get in the
way of our selfish desires.

The proof of God is so
abundant that “the fool has said in
his heart, ‘there is no God,”
Psa 14:1. They are corrupt and
simply want to justify their self-
centered life of darkness. They
don’t want to come to light lest
their deeds be exposed,
Jn 3:18-21. It is a dark soul that
prefers to ignore the evidence in
preference to a theory that we
could have gotten here by
accident. o



The World’s Perception
of the Church

By Gilbert Alexander

The world in general knows
little about the collective activities
of the Lord’s church. Most of the
world has rarely, if ever, even
visited in the assemblies of the
local church and learned firsthand
how local churches worship, how
they study the Scriptures, and how
they conduct the work that the
Scriptures assigh to them. It
should not be surprising then that
the world’s conception of the
Lord’s church is often misguided
and full of misconceptions. The
suggestion that the churchis a cult
is a good illustration of such
misunderstanding. Further, as long
as the world gathers its
information about the churches of
Christ from second-hand sources
who are misinformed or
prejudiced against the church, the
world will continue to know little
about the church that belongs to
Christ.

The principal avenue through
which the world learns about the
church is through the lives of the
saints; therefore, woe is unto us if
we are not the salt of the earth!

We must be open to the inquiries
of the world and be ready to give a
correct answer to the questions
asked concerning the Lord’s
church and the hope that is in us,
1 Pet 3:15,16. We need to
encourage people to ask questions
and then give them Scriptural
answers when they do ask. At the
same time, our conduct of life
must be befitting of the gospel, the
doctrine of Christ, Phil 1:27-30;
2 Jn 9. “Beloved, | beg you as
sojourners and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul, having your
conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak
against you as evildoers, they may,
by your good works which they
observe, glorify God in the day of
visitation,” 1 Pet 2:11,12. We can
encourage questions by our
comments and by the way we
answer questions in directness
and meekness. Perhaps we need
to give more thought to learning
how to provoke questions and stir
up interest.

After all, who can better
answer questions about the Lord’s
church than the Lord’s church
itself? If you wanted to get
accurate information about a
Baptist church, would you ask a
Methodist or a Baptist? If you
wanted to learn the rules of
basketball, would you ask a golfer
or read an official basketball rule
book? We must, by a thorough
knowledge of the Scriptures, equip
ourselves for the upholding and
defense of the truth, 2 Tim 2:15;
Phil 1:7-17. The Scriptures are our
source of information, our
standard of faith and practice, our
basis of making judgments and
decisions, our blueprint for
building our lives, and our appeal
in times of controversy. “Thus saith
the Lord” is ever our answer and is
never out of step with the times or
the lives of the saints. We stand on
solid ground when we can rightly
and accurately preface our
remarks and responses with “The
Bible says...”

In conclusion then, what can
we do to help people to perceive

the truth about the church of
Christ?  We can continually
encourage them to “come and
see” for themselves, Jn 1: 46. We
can insist that they examine what
we do and teach by the New
Testament. We can show them by
our conduct what it means to be a
saint. We can continue to worship
God earnestly “In Spirit and in
Truth,” and we can continue to
serve others in righteousness and
true and honorable conduct. We
can put God first in our lives and
put our faith and trust in Him. £z
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD

& Remember in Prayers

Alice has suffered a serious bout
of vertigo, and continues to be tested
for a variety of significant health
issues. Cindy V is recovering from
surgery (11/4). Please also continue

to pray for Betty; Carolyn; Deborah
and Serenity; Hazel; John, Sylvia, and
Paige Pollard; Joshua and Kayla V;
Pam B, Kaylee, Julie and Violet; and
Pam McNatt. LJ



